
 
 
 
 

 

From the Superintendent’s Desk 
By: Rich Lemburg 

As we head into the month of 
November, there are a couple of major 
situations we prep for here at school. The first 
one is the weather and dealing with making 
decisions for late starts and snow days. It is my 
belief when making a decision on snow days to 
err on the side of caution. There is too much at 
stake with putting young drivers on the road and 
asking teachers to drive in from out of town to 
become reckless with the decision. I try to make 
the call as early as possible to make sure it helps 
our parents with daycare situations and their 
work obligations. As the winter drags along a 
major concern is how we are sitting on 
days/hours needed to meet state requirements. 
Each year is unique, and the way I look at it, I 
would rather have the days in the spring if they 
are needed than to risk anything during the 
winter months. If there are any days where a 
decision has been made and you are concerned 
about your child’s safety, please feel free to 
keep them at home for the day. 

The second major issue with this time of 
the year is the start of flu season. Every flu 
season is different in how and when we get hit 
at school. It is important for parents to please 
remember if your child has been sick with a 
fever, you must wait 24 hours after they have 
been fever-free before you allow them to return 
to school. As a parent, I know this can be an 
inconvenience, but this policy helps to limit the 
spread of flu as much as we possibly can at 
school. 

As the holiday season approaches and 
everyone makes their New Year’s resolutions 
for the 2018 year, I want to remind patrons 
about the opportunity to use the Clarkson Public 
Schools weight room facilities. The weight 
room/fitness center has been open to the general 
public since last November to use as a fitness 
center. Patrons may obtain a fob card from the 
office during the hours of 8:00-4:00. 
Please call ahead to make so we can get the card 
set up for you prior to you coming up to school. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Membership prices are $120 for a family, $80 
for a single, $15 for a month, and $5 for a day 
and are due at the time of picking up your fob 
and filling out the paperwork. If you have any 
questions or want any information, please 
contact me at school 402-892-3454 or email me 
at rlemburg@clarkson.esu7.org so we can get 
you set up. 

 

Notes from the Principal 
By: Lee Schneider 

 Hello again!  It is amazing that we have 
entered into November, and it is officially 
sweaters and stocking caps season!  As we 
continue to see the temperatures drop please 
make sure that your kids have appropriate 
clothing for their commute to school and for 
recess.    

Next, I want to point out the website 
www.nebraska-advantage.org.  We were 
fortunate enough to have Nebraska Public 
School Advantage come out and do a story on 
Clarkson Public Schools and our “Be the Story” 
mission for this school year.  For anyone that 
has not read the piece on our Facebook page or 
school website, I highly recommend you take 
the time to give it a quick read.  The story is 
extremely well-written and gives you perfect 
insight into the school environment and our 
goals at Clarkson Public Schools.  We have A 
LOT of different stories that walk our hallways 
everyday, and it is important to us that we share 
them with anyone and everyone that is willing 
to listen!  We are extremely proud of our 
students, staff, faculty, parents, and community 
that make us Clarkson Public Schools!!   

Keep an eye out as we enter into our 
winter sports season and possible schedule 
changes.  Always check the school website, 
Facebook page, or our Rschool calendar to find 
updated times and locations.  We try to have 
everything put together, but sometimes things 
change.  We look forward to a strong finish with 
our fall sports as our Patriot football team made 
the playoffs again and our Patriot volleyball 
team has the #1 seed going into Sub-District 
play.   
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Counselor’s Corner 
By Jennifer Kappel 

 
Seniors…a reminder of what to do this fall 
There’s A LOT going on right now with the financial aid 
and college admission processes, but don’t get 
overwhelmed! Here’s a recap of tasks you should 
complete this fall to stay on track for college. 
 
Complete the Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA) 

• First, create an FSA ID for you and one for a 
parent at fsaid.ed.gov. You’ll need it to access 
and sign the FAFSA. 

• Review our FAFSA Checklist so you’ll know 
what documents to gather before you start the 
form. 

• Find free FAFSA Tools at EducationQuest.org to 
help you through the process. 

• For free personal help, call EducationQuest to 
make an appointment: Omaha – 888.357.6300, 
Lincoln – 800.303.3745, Kearney – 
800.666.3721, or Scottsbluff – 800.303.3745, 
ext. 6654. 

 
Apply to your top college choices 
If you attend one of nearly 200 Nebraska high schools 
holding Apply2College events this fall, you’ll get help (or 
already have) with your applications. If not, here are steps 
you should take to apply. You’ll also find a college 
application checklist listing everything you need. 
 
Retake the ACT and/or SAT. Colleges use your best 
scores for college admission and scholarships. 
 
Get serious about applying for scholarships. See 
ScholarshipQuest at EducationQuest.org for Nebraska-
based scholarships and a list of national search sites. 
 
Juniors…start researching colleges 
If you narrow your college choices by the end of your 
junior year, your senior year will be less stressful. Here’s 
how to get started:  
 
Review College Profiles at EducationQuest.org for 
information about colleges in Nebraska and across the 
country. If you’re interested in an out-of-state school, 
check out the Midwest Student Exchange Program to 
learn about tuition discounts.  
 

Meet with college representatives who visit your school, 
and then visit the websites of the colleges that interest you 
to learn more about the schools.  
 
Once you’ve narrowed your choices, schedule campus 
visits. Try to visit in the spring of your junior year while 
colleges are still in session.  
For more tips, see the Selecting a College section at 
EducationQuest.org. 
 
November “To Do” List 
 
Seniors…complete these tasks in November to stay on 
the path to college: 
____ Complete the FAFSA. 
____ Apply to your top college choices. 
____ Register by November 2 for the December 2 SAT. 
____ Register by November 3 for the December 9 ACT. 
 
Juniors…complete these tasks: 
____ Research colleges that interest you. 
____ Take a prep course for the ACT college entrance 
exam. 
 
For free help with college planning, contact 
EducationQuest Foundation:  
 
Omaha  Lincoln         Kearney      
402-391-4033 402-475-5222 308-234-6310  
888-357-6300 800-303-3745 800-666-3721     
       
EducationQuest.org 
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram! 
Your Journey to College Begins with Us 
 

Senior Scholarship Project 
By Jennifer Kappel 

The Class of 2018 is beginning their 
Senior Scholarship writing project in their 
English classes. This is the sixth year this 
project has been completed by the senior class. 
Each student is to select three local scholarships 
they plan to apply for in the spring and actually 
complete the application for a mock evaluation. 

At the end of a three-week period the 
applications will be turned in and evaluated by 
Mrs. Morfeld, Mrs. Miller and Mrs. Kappel. 
Grades are being taken for this project in Mrs. 
Morfeld’s and Mrs. Miller’s English classes. 
The panelists receive a copy of each of the 
applications and provide helpful comments on 
the student’s work in an effort to help them 
improve their chances of receiving the actual 
scholarship in the spring. Students receive this 
feedback just after Thanksgiving break and will 
have plenty of time before the April deadlines to 
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edit their work. The mock winners and runner-
ups will be announced in the next newsletter. 

 
The Basics: Juniors and Seniors  
 
College Recruiters at Clarkson – Juniors and 
Seniors are encouraged to sign up to visit with 
college 
recruiters when they schedule a visit in 
Clarkson. Students should sign up in the hall 
outside of Mrs. Kappel’s room and speak to 
their teachers in advance to excuse their 
absence. 
 
College Visits - Juniors are allowed one visit 
and seniors are allowed two. Mrs. Kappel will 
set up the visits for the student, but they need to 
provide dates that will work with their schedule 
and their parent’s schedule. 
 
Job Shadowing - Juniors are allowed one job 
shadow and seniors are allowed two. This is 
where the student can go observe someone in a 
career field they are interested in. It is strongly 
encouraged that juniors job shadow and if they 
want to do more than one, look at summertime, 
breaks from school and weekends. 
 
Test Prep - Clarkson subscribes to the John 
Baylor Test Prep program. Sophomores and 
Juniors have been taking the Foundation course 
during their history classes during the past 
month and will conclude their Test Prep with a 
retired ACT test. Students will be able to use the 
John Baylor program to watch videos and take 
practice quizzes in preparation for the national 
ACT test in late October but also in the spring. 
The Juniors will be formally guided through the 
12 test prep sessions during second semester 
with core teachers; however, all students are 
encouraged and able to access the test prep 
information on their own at any time. 
             
 

            
 

Industrial Tech News 
“Did You Know” 

Have you ever looked at how technology has 
really changed our lives? I am going to give you 
some eye-opening facts about technology we 
use every day. 
1. The word robot comes from the Czech 
“robota”.  In English, robota translates to 
“Forced Labor.” 
2. There are more than 682 million iphones 
across the globe. 
3. There is a factory in Japan that operates 
unsupervised 30 days at a time because it is 
entirely manned by robots. 
4. In the tech world, November 30th is known 
as “Computer Security Day.” 
5. 92% of the world’s currency is digital.  Only 
8% is actually physical money. 
6. 160 million emails are sent daily,  97% of 
which are spam. 
7. A twillionaire is a Twitter user with a million 
or more followers. 
8. People view 15 billion videos online every 
month. 
9. There are 6.8 billion people on the planet and 
4 billion of them use a mobile phone.  Only 3.5 
million use a toothbrush. 
10.  On average, tech users carry 2.9 devices on 
them at all times. 
11.  Facebook is so popular that about half of 
the world’s population are Internet users and 
half of them are using Facebook. 
12.  Ebay has about $680 worth of transactions 
that happen every second. 

I have a lot of technology in the shop, 
but we just try to hit the basics so students can 
find other areas of interest they might have.  It is 
a big world out there, and you might not like it, 
but we have to keep ahead of the game.  Your 
child must understand how vital technology can 
be for their future.  Just get on the Internet and 
take a peek.  It is definitely an eye-opener.  Let 
your kids surf the web for new cool 
things.  Thanks and good luck. 
 
Mr. Bailey 
Industrial Tech 
 
 












